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Fuﬁton Lewis,

Jr. et ? 00 P.E. over WG ms (Wasﬁxngton)
: and the MBS I\‘etwor’k' .-

R ¥

. U o Ry
. _ YPresident. nisanhower-hai a luncncon b&?uy Loﬁav &t the .

g : hite House with e group of goxernmﬁnt oSTLciels Jor . the purpese
',cf publicizing the so-celled CRUSADE FOR FREVDOE and ﬁts coming
fund=raising campaign,: all of whichewas enbirely 1nﬁocent, Itm
sure, but it doesg uemonsm’awe how W83k Lme@n E@- pemslta can become
‘*nvoand in gueationable pirojects when ey, not %a*ofwl to ’

cateck 1ne facts ac!orn tHe? go ehea&o: .

. , ”Frusaae for Treedom is the o?ganiaetimn thet collocts
. money every Year ender the, slogan of Truth Dollareg to spread the
S Y messige of freadom supposedlv behind the Irom Cbrtaﬁw in Europe
o by means of Radio Free Furope end -the" aquaan propaganda prouram‘
' nmerated oubt of mﬁﬂﬂﬁh, rermarg,% -The i urpoee&, ag stated in
treic urticles of- 1ncorpor&tL3n, ?ﬁ*@ezx gbamﬁrousuand very. -
nenle,  In actusl practise, hdmﬂve“, The préﬁag&nJgpiine which
tha whole TFree murona operﬁtlon 18- taking, #nd hes. tsken fior 8
long. tiwe past, s to urge . the "pabple of the Iron Curtsin coun=

=l. tries to turn, not {rom their present Communism to demotracy,
buu f"om their present uommunlsm tn'nat‘onal @OWHUQLSMa'

: "To support this activity tne Crusad e‘for T“eedem, which -
tne Prasident kicked of £ 2t the White liouse today with thils °
lunciieori, will spend the rest of this month goliciting so~ca11ed
Truith Dollars, &g you prodvadly yourself will be solicited by
'Jour news delivery bov--tﬂat is the met hod . that s uged.

v ° “Seﬂerpl nights ago 1 read to you & é;rect;ve 1asued to

O L stef( oditors, executives and so forth, as to the.Fres Zufope:
operetion in WLﬂLCb ingtructing that From! “that time- on the ﬁo‘icv
1ine would be to glorii‘y ’I‘i to as o greqt natiu a“! }wv"o v«no h
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.¢ 8d hisz country from foreign barbarians, ‘end to go siow on
ritlcism of Communism as euch. .- '

"T visited the offige of the Free Europe Committee in New
“ork last week, interviewed some of the officiels, made certain
s.ecific Inquiries through a very courteous and cooperative
~ablic relatione representstive by the nsme of (McInerny?).
~ong the guestions 1 asked was what comment they hed to make c¢n
t."s girective or juldsnce, as they call it, of Mareh 1956. I
Laa tnlked to Jeszling members of the Frese Europe Committee's

E tzari of Sirectors at grest length. They had confirmed to me
i Cthut o Lhis wasthe pollicy, and even undertook to defend 4t very
tﬂ : er.thuslastically as e wise poliey, R ‘ o

] , "iith this I certainly do not agree, and I doubt thet you

‘ Jo hecause 1t seems to me that eny propeganda message that's
boamed to the people of the Soclet setelllite countries, supportsd
v this Crusade for Freedom and the Truth Dollars it collects .
f'rom you, should be a message of freedom and hope and inspliration

i Lo soms day regain their own liberties, e message to keep alive

3 l1r thelr minds the story of what freedom 1is iIn the outside free

E werld, . This, however, is a polint of disagreement, honest differ=

: since of opinion, end it's ‘aside from the pointdh

"The Important thing is the reply that I got to my inquiry.

1*'s 8 typewritten reply from a young men by the ‘name’ of Thomas

1. Brown, Jr., who is Acting Director of tHe whole Radio Free

Turope operation, with hesdquerters in Néw York. It bears his

£l mature; it's ediressed to6 Mr. Samuel S. Welker, Jr,--overy- ¢

‘tody in the orgenization sesems to be a Jr., which I suppoce

; ought to make me feel at home<«from-Thomas H. Brown, Jr., and

i ‘tlo meassage reeds es follows: If it is committee policy to reply

] ‘'~ Fulten Lewis' Inquiry about the alleged RadiloHeewBwpepdmrs -«

¥ dirsctive or guidance of March, 1956, the ‘answer should be, . .

g gucte, the purported directive paseages which Mr. Lewis has. |

§ quoted in various formgTare 1ot and have never begn=part -of ~any
volicy dirsctive issued by the manegement of Redio Frige  Europe : !
or Froee Europe Cormittee, and do not represent the poligcy of :
these organizations, past or présent, unquote. That, daspite
tiie fect that the directors of the organizetion hed ¢onfipmed
to m8 the previous day that the directive does represent the

3 polley of the Free Burope campaign out of Munich. N

"Please not thet I do not question in any ménner, shépe or
form the sincerity of the backers of the Crusade for Freedom: ,
I'm sure they helieve that the cause they're supporting is actu-
ally spreading the message of the fres world to the oppreassed
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neople of Lhe Iron Curtain. Coertalnly the President would never
huve put on thls luncheon today if he had had the slightest tdea
to the contrary. Unfortunately, however, there seems to bo a
declded short circuit somewhere between the good intantions of
these fund collectors and ths actusl operation of the project

& at the grass roots, and anybody who has been to Europe and 1is
fomilliar with the operation will verify that fact in full."

¥

: e
EIERED G X g oS, 00

F

Declassified and Approved For Release 50-Yr 2013/10/29 :'CIA-RDP74-00297R000900090656-6

o

T Wt gt o




